wheel, in a line running from the inferior angle of the left scapula, to the top of the right shoulder. On its rebound, he fell within the wheel, from which he was immediately extricated. He remained for upwards of three hours in a state of complete insensibility.
As soon as an examination could be made, the following injuries were discovered :?Two ribs in the lower portion of the left side, the right clavicle and humerus, and the fifth, sixth, and seventh ribs on the right side were broken. The right side of the face and chest was emphysematous, and there was complete paralysis of motion in the right arm, with considerable loss of sensation.
The patient felt great pain in the right side of the chest, with a sensation as if a foreign body preventing re- spiration had been introduced into the right lung; the pain was accompanied by violent throbbing and heaving; and it was soon discovered that his heart was pulsating at the right side of the sternum. He had a short dry cough, but During the first three years from the receipt of the injury he found that the use of the smallest quantity of meat invariably brought on vomiting in about a quarter of an hour after it was swallowed; the same effect was produced by other food when taken in large quantity, and ever since that period vomiting always follows the use of food, if taken at a time when the dyspnoea is urgent. The act has always been productive of great pain, with a sensation of straining in the right mammary region, and considerable excitation of the heart's action. The pain and straining subside soon after the vomiting is over, but the heart has always continued to palpitate strongly for some time.
His appetite has varied according to the state of his respiration, and hence has been better in summer than in winter. The patient is perfectly clear on the point, that, previous to the accident, he often felt his heart pulsating in the natural situation ; and he was the first to point out to his friends that the pulsations occurred at the right side of the sternum after the injury. I questioned him most minutely on this subject, and he assured me that he frequently, after exercise, used to place his hand below the left mamma to feel his heart beating. renders this supposition problematical. As to the dilatation of the side, this may be produced by the heart itself.
The power which the patient has acquired of bearing such great doses of digitalis is very remarkable. Of course much of this must be attributed to the acquired habit from its long-continued use ; but in his case it will be seen that even after taking the remedy for a length of time, the pulse was not brought under eighty beats in the minute. The state of irritation of the heart will partly explain this. How far its displacement is concerned is a matter for future investigation. But the most singular circumstance connected with this extraordinary case, is the fact of the patient, after so dreadful an accident, having lived so long and enjoyed a tolerable state of existence.
This renders it probable, that if hypertrophy of the heart exists, it must be slight?an opinion which is borne out by his state at my last examination, when, although he had not used digitalis for many days, the action of the heart was perfectly tranquil.
